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that the inhabitants of other states were competent to judge what
was injurious to their liberties, and that, if the New Hampshire
people "had more to hope and less to fear from its obtaining than
almost any other State, it would be doing injustice to themselves
not to accept it."
In that spirit the convention reassembled at Concord on June
17, after Maryland and South Carolina had ratified in the in-
terval. This would make New Hampshire the ninth and deciding
state, but the convention could not know that. The Virginia con-
vention had already met, and might ratify before New Hamp-
shire. Some sense of the crucial decision may have encouraged
promptness in Concord, but the chief motive was the simple
interest New Hampshire had in the event. After four days the con-
vention on the 21st voted in favor of the Constitution by a ma-
jority of 57 to 46. Amendments were recommended, as in Massa-
chusetts. These, as Lear wrote to Washington, "were drawn up
more with the view of softening and conciliating the adoption to
some who were moderate in their opposition, than from an ex-
pectation that they would ever be ingrafted into the Constitu-
tion/' Again as in Massachusetts, the defeated minority, "except
a £ew,w yielded without anger or complaining.
Lear, reporting to Washington on the 22nd, added a postscript
"The Constitution was ratified on Saturday, at one o'clock, p.m.
I ani thus particular, as Virginia might have adopted it the same
day, and, in that case, the hour must be known, to determine
which was the ninth State,"
IV
In Maryland the delegates to the Federal Convention were
called before the legislature in Annapolis on November 29 "to
explain the Principles, upon which the proposed Constitution
for the United States of America were formed." McHenry sup-
ported the Constitution clearly and sensibly; Martin attacked it
with vigor and at length on the grounds that it would create a
consolidated, not a federal, government in which the rights of
Maryland were not protected and indeed rone of the states
would be safe from encroachment by the central authority. He
accused Washington and Franklin of neglecting the rights of
the states and the liberties of the people. Mercer also was ener-

